Eighth Sunday after Epiphany

Sirach 27:4-7

or Isaiah 55:10-13
92:1-4,11-14

1 Corinthians 15:51-58

Luke 6:39-49
The Eighth Sunday after Epiphany

Most loving Father, whose will it is for us to give thanks for all things, to fear nothing but the loss of you, and to cast all our care on you who care for us: Preserve us from faithless fears and worldly anxieties, that no clouds of this mortal life may hide from us the light of that love which is immortal, and which you have manifested to us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Book of Sirach 
27: 4 - 7
When a sieve is shaken, the refuse appears;

   so do a person’s faults when he speaks. 

The kiln tests the potter’s vessels;

   so the test of a person is in his conversation. 

Its fruit discloses the cultivation of a tree;

   so a person’s speech discloses the cultivation of his mind. 

Do not praise anyone before he speaks,

   for this is the way people are tested.
Or

The Book of Isaiah 
55: 10 - 13

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
Psalm   92: 1 - 4, 11 - 14
1  
It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, *

 

and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High;

2  
To tell of your loving kindness early in the morning *

 

and of your faithfulness in the night season;

3  
On the psaltery, and on the lyre, *

 

and to the melody of the harp.

4  
For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; *

 

and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.

11  
The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, *

 

and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.

12  
Those who are planted in the house of the LORD *

 

shall flourish in the courts of our God;

13  
They shall still bear fruit in old age; *

 

they shall be green and succulent;

14  
That they may show how upright the LORD is, *

 

my Rock, in whom there is no fault.

The First Epistle to the Corinthians   15: 51 - 58
Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

The Gospel according to Luke 

6: 39 - 49
Jesus also told them a parable: “Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not both fall into a pit? A disciple is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully qualified will be like the teacher. Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye? Or how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Friend, let me take out the speck in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye. “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit; for each tree is known by its own fruit. Figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. The good person out of the good treasure of the heart produces good, and the evil person out of evil treasure produces evil; for it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks. “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you? I will show you what someone is like who comes to me, hears my words, and acts on them. That one is like a man building a house, who dug deeply and laid the foundation on rock; when a flood arose, the river burst against that house but could not shake it, because it had been well built. But the one who hears and does not act is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the river burst against it, immediately it fell, and great was the ruin of that house.”
顯 現 後 第 八 主 日

祝 文 

最慈愛的天父，主願我們凡事感恩，除了失去你之外，一無所懼，並將一切憂慮，託付給眷愛我們的主：求主保護我們，脫離因缺乏信心所生的恐懼，和屬世的焦慮；使必朽人生所現的雲翳，不致遮蔽那永生真愛的光輝；這愛就是主藉著聖子我們的主耶穌基督，顯示給我們的。聖子和聖父、聖靈，三位一體的主、一同永生，一同掌權，惟一上帝，永無窮盡。阿 們。  

便西拉智訓
27: 4 - 7
用篩子篩東西，廢物總留在篩子裏。

人在辯論的時候也是這樣，

祗留下了些污穢的意念。
檢查人，就是試練人，

如陶人的瓷器，須在窯中試煉他們。
一棵樹的果子無非靠著培養的工夫，

一個人的意念也無非靠著他的本心。
你沒有和人交談，不可就加讚美的話；

你若這樣，就是試練人。
或
以 賽 亞 書
55: 10 - 13
雨雪從天而降，並不返回，卻滋潤地土，使地上發芽結實，使撒種的有種，使要吃的有糧。我口所出的話也必如此，決不徒然返回，卻要成就我所喜悅的，在我發它去成就事上必然亨通。你們必歡歡喜喜而出來，平平安安蒙引導；大山小山必在你們面前發聲歌唱，田野的樹木也都拍掌。松樹長出，代替荊棘，番石榴長出，代替蒺藜。這要為耶和華留名，作為永遠的證據，不能剪除。
詩  篇   92: 1 – 4, 11 - 14
1
稱謝耶和華！*



歌頌你至高者的名！

2
早晨傳揚你的慈愛；*



每夜傳揚你的信實，這本為美事。

3
用十絃的樂器和瑟，*



用琴彈幽雅的聲音，

4
因你─耶和華藉著你的作為叫我高興，*



我要因你手的工作歡呼。

11
義人要發旺如棕樹，*



生長如利巴嫩的香柏樹。

12
他們栽於耶和華的殿中，*



發旺在我們上帝的院裡。

13
他們年老的時候仍要結果子，*



要滿了汁漿而常發青。

14
好顯明耶和華是正直的。*



他是我的磐石，在他毫無不義。
哥林多前書
15: 51 - 58
我如今把一件奧秘的事告訴你們：我們不是都要睡覺，乃是都要改變， 就在一霎時，眨眼之間，號筒末次吹響的時候。因號筒要響，死人要復活，成為不朽壞的，我們也要改變。這必朽壞的總要變成不朽壞的，這必死的總要變成不死的。這必朽壞的既變成不朽壞的，這必死的既變成不死的，那時經上所記“死被得勝吞滅”的話就應驗了。“死啊，你得勝的權勢在哪裡？死啊，你的毒鉤在哪裡？”死的毒鉤就是罪，罪的權勢就是律法。感謝上帝，使我們藉著我們的主耶穌基督得勝。所以，我親愛的弟兄們，你們務要堅固，不可搖動，常常竭力多做主工，因為知道你們的勞苦，在主裡面不是徒然的。

路 加 福 音   6: 39 - 49
耶穌又用比喻對他們說：“瞎子豈能領瞎子，兩個人不是都要掉在坑裡嗎？學生不能高過先生；凡學成了的不過和先生一樣。為甚麼看見你弟兄眼中有刺，卻不想自己眼中有梁木呢？你不見自己眼中有梁木，怎能對你弟兄說‘容我去掉你眼中的刺’呢？你這假冒為善的人！先去掉自己眼中的梁木，然後才能看得清楚，去掉你弟兄眼中的刺。因為，沒有好樹結壞果子，也沒有壞樹結好果子。凡樹木看果子，就可以認出它來。人不是從荊棘上摘無花果，也不是從蒺藜裡摘葡萄。善人從他心裡所存的善就發出善來；惡人從他心裡所存的惡就發出惡來；因為心裡所充滿的，口裡就說出來。”你們為甚麼稱呼我‘主啊，主啊’卻不遵我的話行呢？凡到我這裡來，聽見我的話就去行的，我要告訴你們他像甚麼人：他像一個人蓋房子，深深地挖地，把根基安在磐石上；到發大水的時候，水沖那房子，房子總不能搖動，因為根基立在磐石上。惟有聽見不去行的，就像一個人在土地上蓋房子，沒有根基；水一沖，隨即倒塌了，並且那房子壞得很大。”
